
 

President—Jim Besancenez  
Vice President—Mac Green 
Secretary—Sara McElwee 

Treasurer—Jim Krupa 
Chris Day 

Carl Hubbell 
Chris McElyea 
Janice Ohmes 

Dennis Schubert 

Visit our website: 
www.lakevalleygolf.com 

The winning member for the Board’s $25 
cart path package is # 1230 If this is your 
number call Priscilla to claim your prize, 
which is a $25 cart fee credit.  
You have 30 days to call or it is 
forfeited. 

Spring is just around the corner 
and everything here at the club is 
becoming very busy.  Communica-
tion is an important part of a suc-
cessful club.  The purpose of our 
newsletter is to establish commu-
nication with the members.  Each 
month the staff and Board of Di-
rectors focus on particular issues, 
areas, or upcoming events.  The 
focus this month is the Competi-
tive Advantage Committee.  Why 
was it created?  What is its pur-
pose?  Who does it report to? 
 
In recent years the addition of sev-
eral new golf courses in the lake 
area has increased competition.  
This increase in competition pre-
sents many financial concerns for 
your club.  The Board established 
the Competitive Advantage Com-
mittee to study these issues and 
help determine a possible course 
of action to better position the club 
in the Lake golf market and im-
prove our facilities.  The commit-
tee was designed with a large 
cross section of our membership 
in mind and has used other mem-
bers as its sounding board in ex-
ploring possible means to achieve 
the goal.  The committee is com-

p r i s ed  o f  t wo  s ub-
committees: Marketing and 
Golf Course.  Both areas are 
crucial to the success of our 
club in the future.  Many 
ideas have been brain-
stormed and explored to date 
by the committee which will, 
later this year, report back to 
the Board of Directors with its 
findings and recommenda-
tions.  
 
Your opinions are a vital as-
set to this project and will 
help narrow down the focus 
of the committee.  If a com-
mittee member asks for your 
input as a club member, 
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please take a few minutes to discuss the 
ideas.  The Board will have the final deci-
sions on all committee recommendations 
and the results presented to the member-
ship at a later time.  With your input the 
Board is sure that the Competitive Advan-
tage Committee will be a worthwhile in-
strument to help lead us in the correct di-
rection and insure our future success. 
 
As you drive by the golf course or stop in 
for a short visit this time of year, you may 
think nothing much is going on.  It may 
seem that way at first, but let’s look be-
hind the scene for a moment.  The staff 
spends many winter hours working toward 
the spring golf season.  Responsibilities 
include ordering, budgeting, planning, or-
ganizing, updating the computer systems, 
making repairs, remodeling and general 
maintenance.  If you see one of our staff 
members, thank them for their hard work 
during the winter months.  Our staff is one 
reason we are a success in the lake area.  
Thank you staff! 
 
Welcome to our new members Matt & Mi-
chelle Pearce and Shawn & Cara Gerdi-
man. 
Jim Besancenez 
Board President 



MEN’S STAG 
Men’s Stag night will start Wednesday, 
March 22, 2006.  Jack McGill is the chair-
man for the month of March and the follow-
ing list are the members of his committee.  
Members of the committee should contact 
Jack.  You annual dues for the stag night 
will be $40 payable the month you work.  
Food will be served at 6:30 p.m.  Please 
come early for drinks and appetizers.  The 
monthly Stag Night will be the 4th Wednes-
day each month and will run March thru Oc-
tober.  If you want to know the month you 
are on please call me, Bob Horrocks at 346-
0346. 
 
March 22, 2006 Committee: 
Jack McGill —Chairman 345-4291 
Committee members for March: 
Bruce Colyer         Dudley Day 
Ron Carpenter      Chuck Bernardi 
Dan Onstott          Dean Vest 
O’Dean Stover     Ray Hulett 
Dar Martin            Dan Stone 
William Boillot      Dennis Blake 
Jim Williams 

FROSTY MORNINGS 
The golf course experiences many frosty 
mornings this time of year that prevent 
golfers enjoying the course early in the 
morning.  The course must re-
main closed until the frost 
thaws in order to prevent turf 
damage, especially to the 
greens.  This means that the 
course opens at various hours 
during the winter months depending on 
the daily conditions.  Be sure to call the 
Pro Shop in the morning to get an esti-
mate of the day’s starting time. 

 Range Pass Reminder  
Drop by or call the Pro Shop to establish 
or renew your 2006 Range Pass.  Cost 
for this program remains the same at 
$100 per individual and $175 per family.  

Participation in the 
range pass program al-
lows for unlimited range 
balls for the calendar 
year  

Page 3 HAPPENINGS AT LAKE VALLEY 

Rules of Golf Seminar – Once again this year a brief Rules of Golf Seminar will 
be offered on Sunday April 2nd at 2:00 p.m.  This is your chance to learn some of 

the U.S.G.A. rules that all golfers face on a daily basis.  Information will be 
presented using the Rules of Golf book and a slideshow that will feature 
some local participants.  There is no cost to attend so mark your calendars. 

Mark your Calendars for a “Thank You to Rosie Day” scheduled for Sunday 
April 2nd. That day has been selected to allow the Board of Directors, Lake Val-
ley members and friends to say “thank you” to Rosie Rogers for her nineteen 

years of service to the club.  The event has been delayed until April to allow many of 
our winter escapees to return to the Lake and participate.  Rosie will be greatly 
missed by all and this is your opportunity to show her your gratitude for all her efforts 
thru the years.  More information will follow in next month’s newsletter. 



A NOTE FROM ALEX 
 I thought I would take some time this 

month to discuss some interesting break-

throughs in the golf course maintenance in-

dustry.  I have spent many years trying to 

grow bentgrass greens in the transition zone 

(which is a technical term for areas that can 

grow both warm and cool season grasses, 

neither without issues) which is where we 

are located. 

 Without the use of expensive fungi-

cides, there would be some pretty interest-

ing situations at a lot of golf courses around 

August 1st or earlier.  These products help 

us to fight extreme disease pressures 

throughout the year, particularly through the 

summer months for bentgrass greens.  With-

out them, golf would be much different 

here, or would it be? 

 In the last 5 to 10 years, pressure 

from TV golf has elevated the “need for 

speed” at most clubs around the world.  Due 

to this we are now cutting greens at unheard 

of heights.   At LVCC we cut the greens 

at .120 inches most of the year.  By doing 

this we have created more pressure on the 

plant when it’s already stressed by the 

weather conditions. 
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 There are currently several European 

countries that have banned the use of pesti-

cides.  In fact, California and New York 

seem to be leading the way in eliminating 

the use of some pesticides or drastically re-

ducing the amount that can be applied in 

one year in this country.  So, where am I go-

ing with this….. 

 I am attempting to reduce the amount 

of fungicide use by using some new chemis-

try that has been developed in the foliar fer-

tilizer market.  By using these new tech-

nologies, it has been shown in Finland that a 

strong plant can fight diseases off naturally 

with proper fertility.  So, I may be able to 

eliminate one, two, or more fungicide appli-

cations by using this method.   Am I sold?  

Probably not until I see it myself.  By the 

way, this foliar “fertilizer” costs much less 

than the fungicides we use. 

 I’m not saying that eliminating all 

chemicals, particularly fungicides, is even 

possible in this part of the world.  However, 

if we can save maybe one or two spring and 

fall applications due to lower disease inci-

dence, why not??? 

Alex 

Your Help is Needed – Please take extra care while playing the golf  course 
this time of  year.  Damage to turf  takes longer to recover with the cooler tem-
peratures.  We ask that you help us maintain the finest playing conditions possible 
by repairing ball marks and filling divots whenever you find them.  Your extra ef-
forts will truly show a benefit to us all. 

 2006 LAKE VALLEY GOLF SCHEDULE 
Lake Valley has already booked a great number of  golf  events for the coming season.  If  you 
have or know of  a group that would like to play at Lake Valley please contact Dan or Andi be-
fore all the choice dates have been spoken for by other groups. 



LADIES BUNCO: 
Don’t forget to sign up for BUNCO, 
Thursday, March 23, 2006.  Sign up 
list on the bulletin board in the res-

taurant or call Priscilla at 346-7218. 

Visit our website:   www.lakevalleygolf.com 

Reminder – Lake Valley will remain 

roughs only with the golf carts until 

spring.  Your observance of this rule 

will help preserve our fair-

ways turf and give us a better 

hitting surface until the warm 

weather brings the Bermuda 

back to life.  Thank you for 

your help. 

FROM THE GREENSIDE 
Winter is almost behind us now, and eve-

rything is in motion on our remodeling of 

the bar.  We apologize for 

any inconvenience or mess 

we may encounter during 

these next few weeks.  Food 

will be available off our new 

menu as of March 1st, 2006, but we hope 

for an April 2nd Grand Opening.  We are 

excited about the remodeling.  So come 

on out and check out the new menu thru 

March, and also hope to see everyone at 

the Grand Opening party. 

Thanks, 

Chris and staff 

MEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION 
The first event of the season is the Golf Rules 
Clinic presented by Dennis Jones and Dan 

Robertson and is on Sunday April 2 at 2pm. As 

always, there are a few new rules and 

Lake Valley presents some unique chal-

lenges with all its ponds and ditches. 

Dennis and Dan try to keep this program fast 

paced and interesting for our members, so 

please attend and check out if you are playing 

these situations correctly. When you are watch-

ing golf on TV, remember that the pro does not 

call the rules official to penalize himself but to 

improve the situation in his favor. 

There is a flyer enclosed in this news-

letter with all the information to sign 

up for the Kick-off event on Sunday 
April 23. I still have some MGA hats 

left and these will be distributed at this 

event on a first come basis. 

At the Kick-off there will be a meeting of the 

MGA members present between 8:00 and 8:20 

am. This will allow the members to meet your 

board and give input about past and future 

events. 

The Monday night Men’s League begins May 
1st and there are no changes to last year’s for-

mat. This year, following the event, you will be 

able to purchase food from a menu as opposed 

to a fixed meal available last year. 

Steven Butterfield, 

MGA President 
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Attention Senior Golfers! 
The weekly men’s and women’s senior 
scramble events are scheduled to begin 
in early April.  It’s time to dust off your 
clubs and swings and get ready for the 
senior golf scramble circuit for 2006.  
More information will follow next month. 



Newsletter On-Line 
Did you know that our monthly newsletter is available on-line on our website?  Just 
click on the link to “Member Newsletters” then select the month you want to display.  
We have newsletters back to 2003 available as .pdf forms on our website. 
 
If you would like to discontinue receiving the newsletter by mail, and save the club 
some money on paper and postage, let Priscilla or Dan know and we’ll remove you 
from the newsletter mailing list.   If we have your email address we will send out an 
email note as soon as the newsletter is available on the web to let you know.  This is 
usually earlier than what you will receive it by mail.  If enough members chose this 
option it could result in significant dollar savings for the club.  Plus, by viewing it as a 
.pdf file on-line, you can increase the size of the letters as much as you want to 
make it easier to read. 

Couples Bridge 
Once again we are going to be 
playing LVCC Couple’s Bridge.  
So grab a partner and plan on 
playing the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 
month starting April 11 at 4:00 p.m. 
Call Marti Brummett 374-0188 or Kath-
leen Cravatta 374-8907 if you will be 
able to play. 

Congratulations to Dennis Wright 
who saw his membership # in last 
month’s newsletter and claimed 
his $25 cart prize.   He is the 
first to claim the prize in the 4 
months it has been run.   
If you know the Howard’s, Genge’s, or 
Ohmes’s you might mention to them that 
they missed out on a $25 cart package 
by not reading their newsletter the prior 
three months. 

Hole-in-One Master strikes again – Denny Blake added his third ace since No-
vember while playing on January 31st.  This time hole # 15 was the victim of his laser 
accuracy.  We will have to check on the record for most hole-in-ones in a twelve 
month period because that seems to be Denny’s goal.  Not to be out done, 
Dave Rudi matched Denny’s effort on January 31st with an ace of his own 
on hole # 17.  Dave’s perfect shot was the first of his golfing career, but 
maybe not the last if recent history means anything.  Congratulations to 
both of our perfect shot makers. 
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LADIES GOLF ASSOCIATION 
Don’t forget the Ladies Kick-Off Breakfast on Thursday, April 6, 2006.  Registra-
tion will begin at 8:00 a.m. with the Breakfast Buffet at 8:30.  An 18 hole Scram-
ble/Mixer will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Sign up by calling the Pro Shop or sign 
up in the locker room. 
Mary Anne Schleicher, President 



LESSON CORNER 

The grip:  from a natural standing posi-
tion, lay the club in your fingers of the left 
hand.  Secure your hold and make sure 
your left thumb is resting comfortably, 
right center on top of the grip.  With your 
fingers slightly spread the right hand 
should fit perfectly on the club.  Hook 
your right forefinger around the shaft, 
this is your “trigger” finger.  This gets you 
into position. 
How you choose to join your hands to-
gether is a matter of personal feel.  You 

can either overlap or interlock.  
The overlap is where the little 
finger on the right hand lays on 
top of the left hand in the ridge 
that is created between the first 
and second fingers.   

The interlock is where you interlock the 
little finger on the right hand with the 
forefinger on the left. 
Both grips are good, but you 
have to decide which feels 
more comfortable to you.  I 
suggest with smaller hands to 
interlock and bigger hands you 
overlap, but it is still the player’s comfort 
level that will help make the decision for 
themselves. 
Andi 

Monday Night Men’s League  
 May 1st will kick-off the regular season 
for the 2006 schedule.  Team registra-
tions are currently being accepted.  
This is a two man team event which 
uses handicap and allows play from the 
gold, white and blue tees.  Teams will 
again be divided into two divisions, one 
will play the ball up and the other will 
play the ball down.  Be sure to state 
your preference when you sign up.  
There are a limited number of spots 
available, so sign up early by contact-
ing the Pro Shop.  Deadline for sign-
ups is April 23rd.  All league players 
must be members of the L.V.C.C. 
Men’s Golf Association and have cur-
rent handicaps in the GHIN system.  
The league season will consist of four-
teen weeks of regular play and one 
week of playoff action in late August.  
Check with the Pro Shop for more infor-
mation or to sign up for the league. 
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GOLF LESSONS 
With the start of another great golf year 
just around the corner it is time to start 
thinking about knocking off the 
rust from your golf game by lin-
ing up a few lessons.  
Maybe this is the year you 
get serious about your 
game you will want to get 
started on the correct foot 
by scheduling a lesson to determine the 
areas that need the most attention.  
Call the Pro Shop to get the ball rolling 
for improvement in your golf game. 

Discounts on golf carts?  
 Yes, golf cart packages are available to all 
members.  Packages can be purchased in 
$100 increments and they offer you a $2 per 
use discount on each cart rental.  Cart pack-
age balances also carry over from year to 
year and may be refunded should you leave 
the club.  You have nothing to lose and 
money to gain, so sign-up today! 
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2006 Golf Events – Be sure to mark your calendars to participate in the following 
golf events for the upcoming season: 
 
April 2nd – Rules of Golf Seminar (2:00 pm) 
April 5th – Start of the Wednesday Morning Men’s Senior Scrambles 
April 6th – Ladies Golf Association Kickoff Event 
April 23rd – Men’s Golf Association Kickoff Event 
May 1st – Monday Night Men’s League Begins 
May 19th–21st – LVCC Fourball Invitational Tournament 
May 25th – Ladies Area Guest Day Event 
May 29th – Lake Valley Scholarship Tournament 
June 3rd-4th – Men’s Golf Association Matchplay Tournament 
June 9th-11th – LVCC His & Hers Scramble Invitational Tournament 
June 24th-25th – Men’s Golf Association “Draft” Tournament 
July 4th – Members Scramble Tournament and Fireworks 
July 7th-9th – LVCC Ladies Scramble Invitational Tournament 
July 21st-23rd – Men’s Member-Guest Tournament 
August 11th-13th – LVCC Men’s Scramble Invitational Tournament 
August 14th & 16th – LVCC Men’s Senior Championship 
August 17th – Ladies Member-Guest Tournament 
August 19th-20th – LVCC Men’s Club Championship 
September 13th-14th – LVCC Ladies Club Championship 
September 24th – LVCC Couples Championship 
October 1st – Men’s Golf Association Fall Blowout Event 
October 5th – Ladies Association Season Finale’ 
October 13th-15th – LVCC Fall Couples Invitational Tournament 

Golf Grips – Have you checked your 
grips lately?  Be sure to replace those 

worn grips before the golf sea-
son arrives this spring.  The Pro 
Shop can help you with all your 
re-gripping needs.  There is a 
wide range of choices and 
prices that is sure to meet the 
needs of all golfers. 

Tired of hauling your equipment 
around in your car?  

Then sign-up for a locker or bag storage 
slot at the club.  We currently have 
spaces available for the coming season.  
Bag storage slots are offered for only 
$45 and lockers for $20 per year.  Call 
ahead and your clubs will be loaded on a 
cart and ready to go when you get here.   



Geared for the  
casual golfer.  

 You don’t need to be 
an expert to attend! 

Learn about Learn about 
new rules and new rules and 
decisions for decisions for 

20062006  

RULES OF 
GOLF CLINIC 

 Our golf  season is 
just around the corner.  At-
tend this FUN clinic to get 
a rules refresher and maybe 
even learn some things you 
didn’t know. 
 
We try hard to make this a 
fun session, but one that 
will help you with those 
common rulings while play-
ing in league or other 
events. 

Time: 2:00 p.m.2:00 p.m. 

3rd Annual3rd Annual3rd Annual3rd Annual    

Date: Sunday, April 2nd 


